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The New Language Center: An Overview of How the LC Underpins
English Language Learning at the University of Fukui

1. Introduction
In 2021, a brand-new building was opened right in

the center of the University of Fukui’s Bunkyo Campus.
Named UF Student Central (24X Rtz ¥ —) ,
it houses various important departments like the
Admission Center, IAD (International Affairs Division),
and LC (Language Center), and it has some impressive
spaces and facilities for students. The central location
of the LC on Bunkyo Campus symbolizes its central
function in coordinating Language Education at the
university, especially at the foundational level.

Thus, the LC’s influence as a hub extends far beyond
the four walls of the new building itself and into all
four of the university’s schools, including the School
of Medical Sciences at Matsuoka Campus, and the
local community and beyond. The LC’s curricula are
delivered by the LC’s core faculty, faculty members
from the four schools, and a dedicated team of part-time
instructors, all supported by highly capable IAD staff. As
such, the LC represents a university-wide collaboration,
involving people from various countries.

Thus, “The New Language Center” does not simply
refer to the new physical building but also to the
ongoing renewal of the mission, vision, and practice of
the LC (as the LC Director explains in the accompanying
Forum article). It is a good opportunity to reflect on the
ups and downs of the LC so far and to think about how
it can best facilitate the learning of students and the
development of their skills, especially to prepare them
for their diverse chosen careers.

In this context, this article aims to provide a “bigger-
picture” perspective on how the LC performs a key
foundational function for undergraduate students to
acquire higher-level, more career-specific English-
language skills during their later years of university study.
With some variation in curricula and the number of years
of study, the LC provides English-language classes for
students in the early years of their undergraduate study in
all four schools. These classes are mandatory: students
have to take them. After that, again depending on the
particular school and major, students either can or must
take more English-medium courses. This article will give
an overview of the particular features of each school’s
specialized classes of English-medium education for
their upper-graders, aiming to show how they build off
and deepen the knowledge and skills from the earlier LC
classes, and to identify some key characteristics of these
successful language learners/users for current students
to try to adopt to emulate them.

2. School of Engineering
With over 2,000 undergraduate students, this is the

biggest school. The LC is responsible for teaching
the compulsory classes English |-V for first-year
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students while all second-year students must study
English online through the E-learning system, Gyuto-e
(rather like TOEIC-style learning). Basically, after an
English placement test, students take English I-IV with
classmates of the same department and similar English
level. Students have two 90-minute English classes
per week for the whole first year. The focus of these
classes is English Communication and Presentation
skills (for PowerPoint and Posters).

A feature of the new Language Center curriculum
in these classes has been the introduction of a greater
element of ESP (English for Specific Purposes). This means
students use English for reading and researching, and
then communicating and presenting, about Engineering
and Technical topics that relate to their major studies and
interests.

This is designed to provide students with a better
springboard for their further studies, whether or not they
decide or have to take additional English classes in the
upper grades of their university years. For third- and/or
fourth-year students, almost all departments of the School
of Engineering offer specialized English classes, such as
English for Science and Technology and Technical English.
In these classes, students hone their ESP skills for their own
interests and academic and career needs, such as to be
able to conduct research, make international conference
presentations and academic publications in English,
engage in international business, and study or work abroad.

3. School of Education
The LC also provides mandatory English I-IV classes

for first-year students in this school. Again, after a
placement test, the Education majors are grouped
with classmates of similar English levels. They also
then receive two 90-minute English classes a week
for the whole of their first year. The focus is also on
students developing their English Communication and
Presentation skills, with those skills being of particular
importance to most of them as future public-school
teachers. Some of the instructors for these classes
have experience as public-school teachers in Japan to
share with students, and some instructors arrange for
students to join collaborations with local schools, such
as a program to provide tutoring and support for the
increasing number of overseas-heritage students in
Japan. Again, the goal is to make the students’ English
learning relevant to their interests and needs.

Both alongside and after those mandatory first-
year LC English classes, an increasing number of
Education students are deciding to take more, and
more specialized, English-medium classes. This may
be because Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology has recently made
“Foreign Language” (usually English) a full subject in



the elementary-school curriculum. Because a majority
of Education students aim to get an elementary-school
teaching license, they are aware that they might well
have to teach or at least use English in future.

To earn a separate English Teaching License (for junior-
high and high school), Education students (about 20-25%
of them in recent years) must pass a variety of specialized
English-medium content classes in addition to their other
Education classes, teaching practicums, and other
specific requirements. These English-medium classes
are in fields such as English Teaching Methodology,
Second Language Acquisition, English Linguistics
(Phonetics, Grammar, and History of the English
Language), Academic Writing, English Communication,
British and American Literature, Comparative Cultures
and Intercultural Understanding. The courses focus on
enabling students to develop the knowledge and skills
necessary to become effective English teachers. Almost
all of these classes are conducted in English, and students
can join short- and long-term study-abroad and work-
abroad (as teachers) programs. In their final year, most
students research, write, and present their graduation
theses in English in one of the above fields to develop,
deepen, and display their knowledge and ability for when
they become English teachers.

4. School of Global and Community Studies (GCS)
GCS has a similar system to the School of Education in

that some students can choose a track (the Global Studies
approach) that has many additional specialized English
classes besides the mandatory first-year ones. A different
point, though, is that those mandatory General-English
classes (English I-1IV) form part of the core curriculum in
GCS (Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening) and
are taught exclusively by GCS and LC faculty. Thus, the
integration of LC classes and faculty is deepest in GCS.
Several GCS faculty members started at the university
as LC faculty, and several current LC faculty members
are teaching not only English I-IV but also higher-level
specialized English classes in GCS (including in the
graduate school). Again, for English I-1V, in GCS, students
are divided into classes based on placement tests.

At the end of their first year, students must decide
whether their preference is to major in Global Studies
or Community Studies (although it is still not necessarily
binding at that stage. Each year, approximately 20 out of
60 students decide on the Global Studies approach. In the
spring semester of their second year, all GCS students,
regardless of major, are required to take Intercultural
Communication (taught in English). All GCS students,
Global Studies majors as well as Community Studies
majors, are expected to have a good grounding and ability
in English for their future “glocal” careers.

Meanwhile, the Global Studies majors are
recommended to take a curriculum of specialized
English-medium classes, with an emphasis on cultivating
academic skills (Academic Reading, Academic
Writing, Research Methods, and Research Writing) and
practically applying them in specialized content classes
and PBL (Project-Based Learning) courses. These
specialized content classes in English include English-
Language Literature, Introduction to American Dialects,

Phonetics and Phonology for EFL Learners, Introduction
to Linguistics, Second language Acquisition, Game-
Based Learning, Topics in Sociolinguistics, Social Justice
Issues in Education, The Japanese Language: History
and Translation, Foundations of Japanese Culture, and
Issues in Contemporary Japan from an International
Perspective. Again, these classes utilize and build on
the skills developed during the first-year classes. A new
addition to the curriculum is the course Introduction to
U-PASS Tutoring, a collaborative effort between GCS and
LC faculty members which prepares second-year and
third-year students to work in the LC’s University Peer
Academic Support Services as English-language support
and Japanese-language support tutors. Two additional
key pillars of the GCS curriculum are study abroad (Global
Studies majors must study abroad at a partner university
for a minimum of six months, and Community Studies
majors are encouraged to do so) and PBL courses (in
which students engage in active and independent learning
and develop and demonstrate leadership skills through
engagement with local businesses, educational institutions,
community leaders and the local government). A number
of Global Studies majors also research, write, and present
their senior thesis in English and aim to go on to careers in
which they can utilize the English-language and other skills
they have developed via the GCS curriculum.

5. School of Medical Sciences
Finally, on the School of Medical Sciences’ Matsuoka

Campus, a similar situation to GCS exists in that the first-
year General-English classes (English I-1V) are closely
integrated as a building block in the curriculum for later
English courses and are taught exclusively by LC faculty.
In the College of Medicine, the English I-IV classes focus
on cultivating communication and presentation skills,
and then on reading medical-related articles and writing
essays (the best of which are published every year as
The Kuzuryu Memoirs).

Building on that, College of Medicine students must
also take compulsory Medical English I-IV courses
in their second and third years of study. These are
taught by a College of Medicine professor and cover
fields such as Basic Medicine and Anatomy, Patient
Interviews, and Internal Medicine. In students’ fourth
and fifth years, they have the option to take the Practical
Medical English | and Il classes, including studying the
content and English used on the United States Medical
Licensing Examination, which is extremely challenging.
When medical students become doctors, they will need
such high-level English skills to interact with foreign
patients and their families, give international-conference
presentations, conduct research and publish articles,
and work with foreign medical professionals.

Meanwhile, College of Nursing students must also
take English I-IV, which, in their case, has a focus on
developing communication and presentation skills,
and then on listening and speaking skills using Nursing
English. In later years, students have the option to take
more specialized elective classes in Nursing English.
The goal is for students to develop the practical English
communication skills that they need for their future
nursing careers and professional development.
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6. Conclusion
Clearly, that the Language Center performs a vital,

integral function in all four schools of the university in
helping students to develop their communication and
presentation skills in English, which is a key goal in
the mandatory first-year English I-IV classes across all
schools. Beyond that, though, these classes are also
tailored to the specific needs and purposes of each
school’s students, serving as a springboard for students
to develop more specialized English knowledge and skills
related to their chosen fields. This connection becomes
evident when the later-year specialized English-medium
classes in each school are elucidated.

A common and commendable feature of these later-
year specialized English classes across the curricula
of all four schools is that they engage students in
increasingly academic content and discourse relevant to
their major and future career. This may be characterized
as a form of CLIL (Content and Language Integrated
Learning), in which students can simultaneously learn
both academic content and learn/develop English.
Potentially, it is a “win-win” method. Accordingly, the LC
has already started incorporating an increasing amount
of CLIL into first-year English I-IV classes as an effective
way of better preparing students for the CLIL that they
may encounter in their later-year specialized English-
medium courses in all four schools.

Finally, it is worth reflecting on and reminding ourselves
what some of the common characteristics of successful
language learners are. Motivation, especially intrinsic
motivation, is very important: they take responsibility for
their own independent, self-directed learning. Similarly,
it is good to be creative and proactive in language
learning: active learning is vital to language learning.
Having “Willingness to Communicate” and “International
Posture” (being open to, and interested in, diverse foreign
cultures) are also key traits. Successful language learners

have curiosity. They notice and investigate points about
the target language that are interesting and/or useful
for them. They know that it is natural to make mistakes
and do not mind making them, but also try to notice and
correct their errors. They often set goals to achieve. They
know that they can learn much by participating actively in
classes, but also realize that, in itself, may not be enough.
It is usually necessary to “go beyond” in learning: to take
the initiative to think and do more, and to enjoy doing so.
Learning should not stop when the bell chimes at the end
of class. Language learning, like many other forms of
learning and professional and personal development, is
often a process of lifelong learning; it takes extra effort.

The University of Fukui has had many students who
are excellent language learners in all four schools, and
the university wants to have many more. The Language
Center is performing a key function in this: not only in all
of the classes highlighted in this article but also in the
resources that the LC makes available for students to “go
beyond” in their learning. In the Language Development
Centers, state-of-the-art high-tech, multi-functional self-
access centers for language learning, located in the
libraries of both Bunkyo and Matsuoka Campuses,
students can watch movies in English, find English
reading materials, and study and practice for exams like
TOEIC. In addition, the university offers various study-
abroad opportunities for students in all schools: students
can contact the IAD in the new building to find out more.
Finally, the new Student Central building also features
the Global Hub, a comfortable space for Japanese
and international students to gather for intercultural
exchanges and English study, including fun events
organized by Student Coordinators. In all of these ways,
the new Language Center can help facilitate students’
development as successful English language learners
and users. FukuDai students—please go for it! You can
doit!
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